ACTION POINTS FROM NCP30 MEETING
06-07 May 2026
	
	Subject
	Action point
	Deadline

	1. 
	Revision of live animal transport regulation
	MS are advised to contact their respective authorities participating in the Council discussions on the revision of live animal transport regulation to voice concerns (if any) related to the transport of animals used/intended to be used for scientific purposes. 
	Discussions start on 
15 May 2026

	2. 
	Project application and evaluation forms and related guidance
	In support of the NC network ‘Project application and evaluation harmonisation’-project, NCPs are requested to liaise with their respective NC to ensure access to the current project application and evaluation forms and any related guidance. 

NCs have been requested to upload these to the NC CIRCABC by 15 June 2026.
	15 June 2026

	3. 
	Illustrative example of severity assessment framework in reproductive toxicity testing
	MS to consider proposing an expert to work in a small drafting group to develop an illustrative example of severity assessment in reprotox studies. Proposal for an expert should be sent to COM functional mailbox ENV-LABORATORY-ANIMALS@ec.europa.eu  More information in the wash-up email of 13 May.
	30 June 2026

	4.
	Submission of borderline cases related to the scope of the Directive 
	MS are requested to submit examples of cases for which the competent authorities have / have had doubts as to whether they fall within the scope of the Directive. Please use the template in CIRCABC to describe the project and upload in the same folder (‘2026-Project to examine Dir scope in borderline cases’). Submissions are requested for both past cases (resolved) and new cases for the benefit of all MS.
	31 August 2026

	5.
	Open ECI on use of dogs and cats for scientific purposes
	In preparation for EU Citizens’ Initiative on dogs and cats (if successful), MS are requested 
· to collect information on exemptions (authorisation granted/refused) for the use of stray dogs / cats during 2025 and 2026 i.e. the number of granted/refused exemptions (year), the species and numbers involved, and a short summary of the scientific justification. The collected feedback will be discussed at NCP31 and NCP32 and contribute to the COM response to the ECI; 
· to pay specific attention to the accuracy and completeness of NTSs on projects using dogs/cats in basic and applied research to ensure appropriate justification for the species and the expected benefits. MSs that publish results of RA were requested to ensure clear information on realised benefits and any deviations to the planned use of dogs/cats;
· to be prepared to answer questions from public/
press on the need for the use of dogs/cats in general, and changes in trends and severities.
	To prepare for NCP31 and NCP32



On-going

	6. 
	Submission of the Art 6(4)(a) exemptions
	Missing 2025 annual reports on exemptions to killing methods in Annex IV granted under Article 6(4)(a) to be submitted in ALURES using the web-form. 2023 and 2024 missing reports should be submitted without a further delay. In some cases, a submission remains in ‘draft’ status (not formally submitted to COM).
	ASAP

	7.
	Work in the wild
	MS were asked to reflect whether there was a need to develop new guidance on work in the wild under the Directive. Consideration should be given to already existing guidance and literature (e.g., Norecopa web site) and whether gaps still existed.
	7 September


	8. 
	Uptake of new alternatives during an on-going authorised project
	MS to consider including a standard phrasing in establishment and project authorisations to alert operators on their legal responsibility to implement newly adopted/amended alternative methods after a project authorisation has been granted – especially important for regulatory testing projects. Examples of standard phrasing are available in CIRCABC.
	On-going

	Preliminary date for NCP31
	9-10 November 2026



	
	Subject
	Other on-going action points

	9.
	Promotion of use of ETPLAS e-learning resources
	Promote use of e-learning resources available on ETPLAS website to increase user base within and between MS.  
Consider especially the eModules relevant to the work of competent authorities (e.g., Project evaluator, Inspector, Severity Framework)

	10.
	Course listing on ETPLAS web-site
	Propose course organisers to consider listing their courses on ETPLAS website when module(s) cover all relevant learning outcomes listed in E&T Framework. 

	11.
	European Network of Animal Welfare Bodies
	Promote setting up a national AWB network where not yet available and encourage joining ENAWB. 
Further information at Norecopa norecopa.no/enawb

	12.
	Sharing of tools, good practice and developed guidance via CIRCABC
	· Please, use CIRCABC to disseminate information on good practice, tools, tips and guidance developed in support of the implementation of the Directive. Please use the space created under CIRCABC – Library – "MS guidance and tools for implementation"
· Use CIRCABC "Forums" to pose questions/answers on the implementation of the Directive among NCPs. 

	13.
	NCP Agenda
	Submit ideas / material for agenda points for future NCP meetings at any time of the year


 

