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Institute of Food Safety, Animal Health and Environment “BIOR” as National reference laboratory for 

Food and Feed 

 
Abbreviations: 
Institute “BIOR” – Institute of Food Safety, Animal Health and Environment “BIOR”; EURL – European Union Reference Laboratory; 

NRL – Nacional Reference Laboratory 

 

Head of NRLs – director of the Institute “BIOR” Olga Valcina 

contacts:   +371 67620526;  @  bior@bior.lv 
 

Matrix/parameter 
Cab. Reg. 

864/20091) 
p. 

EURL 
(Regulation (EU) 2017/625 Article 147)2) 

NRL contact in the Institute “BIOR” 
position, name, surname, e-mail, phone 

NRL informal contact 
position, name, surname, e-mail, 

phone 

Zoonoses (Salmonella) 7.1.1. RIVM 
Rijksinstituut voor Volksgezondheid en 
Milieu 
Bilthoven, The Netherlands 

Senior expert of Bacteriology Group, 
Laboratory of Microbiology and 
Pathology 

Madara Streikisa 

madara.streikisa@bior.lv 
phone: +371 28645846 

Head of Microbial Genomics Group, 
Laboratory of Microbiology and 
Pathology 

Juris Kibilds 

juris.kibilds@bior.lv 
phone:  +371 28619692 
 
Head of Bacteriology Group, 
Laboratory of Microbiology and 
Pathology 

Jelena Avsejenko 

jelena.avsejenko@bior.lv 
phone: +371 28645846 

Marine biotoxins 7.1.2. AECOSAN 
Agencia Española de Consumo, 
Seguridad Alimentaria y Nutrición 
Vigo, Spain 

Head of Laboratory of Chemistry 

Vadims Bartkevics 

vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv 
phone: +371 26444153 

 

https://bior.lv/en/
mailto:bior@bior.lv
mailto:madara.streikisa@bior.lv
mailto:juris.kibilds@bior.lv
mailto:jelena.avsejenko@bior.lv
mailto:vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv
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Matrix/parameter 
Cab. Reg. 

864/20091) 
p. 

EURL 
(Regulation (EU) 2017/625 Article 147)2) 

NRL contact in the Institute “BIOR” 
position, name, surname, e-mail, phone 

NRL informal contact 
position, name, surname, e-mail, 

phone 

Listeria monocytogenes 7.1.3. ANSES  
Agence nationale de sécurité sanitaire 
de l’alimentation, de l’environnement 
et du travail  
Laboratoire de sécurité des aliments 
Maisons-Alfort, France 

Head of Microbiology Group, 
Laboratory of Microbiology and 
Pathology 

Rita Smite 

rita.smite@bior.lv 

Senior expert of Microbial Genomics 
Group, Laboratory of Microbiology 
and Pathology 

Silva Gradovska 

silva.gradovska@bior.lv 

Coagulase positive Staphylococci, 
including Staphylococccus aureus 

7.1.4. ANSES  
Agence nationale de sécurité sanitaire 
de l’alimentation, de l’environnement 
et du travail  
Laboratoire de sécurité des aliments 
Maisons-Alfort, France 

Head of Microbiology Group, 
Laboratory of Microbiology and 
Pathology 

Rita Smite 

rita.smite@bior.lv 

Head of Bacteriology Group, 
Laboratory of Microbiology and 
Pathology 

Jelena Avsejenko 

jelena.avsejenko@bior.lv 
phone: +371 28645846 
 
Head of Microbial Genomics Group, 
Laboratory of Microbiology and 
Pathology 

Juris Kibilds 

juris.kibilds@bior.lv 
phone:  +371 28619692 

Escherichia coli, including 
Verotoxigenic E. Coli (VTEC) 

7.1.5. ISS 
Istituto Superiore di Sanità  
Rome, Italy 

Head of Microbial Genomics Group, 
Laboratory of Microbiology and 
Pathology 

Juris Kibilds 

juris.kibilds@bior.lv 
phone: +371 28619692 

Head of Bacteriology Group, 
Laboratory of Microbiology and 
Pathology 

Jelena Avsejenko 

jelena.avsejenko@bior.lv 
phone: +371 28645846 
 
Head of Microbiology Group, 
Laboratory of Microbiology and 
Pathology 

Rita Smite 

rita.smite@bior.lv 

mailto:rita.smite@bior.lv
mailto:silva.gradovska@bior.lv
mailto:rita.smite@bior.lv
mailto:jelena.avsejenko@bior.lv
mailto:juris.kibilds@bior.lv
mailto:juris.kibilds@bior.lv
mailto:jelena.avsejenko@bior.lv
mailto:rita.smite@bior.lv
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Matrix/parameter 
Cab. Reg. 

864/20091) 
p. 

EURL 
(Regulation (EU) 2017/625 Article 147)2) 

NRL contact in the Institute “BIOR” 
position, name, surname, e-mail, phone 

NRL informal contact 
position, name, surname, e-mail, 

phone 

Campylobacter 7.1.6. SVA 
Statens Veterinärmedicinska Anstalt  
Uppsala, Sweden 

Head of Bacteriology Group, Laboratory 
of Microbiology and Pathology 

Jelena Avsejenko 

jelena.avsejenko@bior.lv 
phone: +371 28645846 

Head of Microbial Genomics Group, 
Laboratory of Microbiology and 
Pathology 

Juris Kibilds 

juris.kibilds@bior.lv 
phone: +371 28619692 
 
Head of Microbiology Group, 
Laboratory of Microbiology and 
Pathology 

Rita Smite 

rita.smite@bior.lv 
 

Parasites (in particular 
Trichinella, Echinococcus and 
Anisakis) 

7.1.7. ISS 
Istituto Superiore di Sanità  
Rome, Italy 

Acting Head of Parasitology Group, 
Laboratory of Microbiology and 
Pathology 

Maira Mateusa 

maira.mateusa@bior.lv 
phone: +371 28396350 
 

Acting Head of Parasitology Group, 
Laboratory of Microbiology and 
Pathology 

Maira Mateusa 

maira.mateusa@bior.lv 
phone: +371 28396350 
 

mailto:jelena.avsejenko@bior.lv
mailto:juris.kibilds@bior.lv
mailto:rita.smite@bior.lv
mailto:maira.mateusa@bior.lv
mailto:maira.mateusa@bior.lv
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Matrix/parameter 
Cab. Reg. 

864/20091) 
p. 

EURL 
(Regulation (EU) 2017/625 Article 147)2) 

NRL contact in the Institute “BIOR” 
position, name, surname, e-mail, phone 

NRL informal contact 
position, name, surname, e-mail, 

phone 

Antimicrobial resistance 7.1.8. DTU 
Fødevareinstituttet 
Danmarks Tekniske Universitet 
København, Denmark 

Head of Bacteriology Group, Laboratory 
of Microbiology and Pathology 

Jelena Avsejenko 

jelena.avsejenko@bior.lv 
phone: +371 28645846 

Senior expert of Bacteriology Group, 
Laboratory of Microbiology and 
Pathology 

Madara Streikisa 

madara.streikisa@bior.lv 
phone: +371 28645846 
 
Head of Microbial Genomics Group, 
Laboratory of Microbiology and 
Pathology 

Juris Kibilds 

juris.kibilds@bior.lv 
phone: +371 28619692 
 

Animal proteins in feedingstuffs 7.1.9. CRA-W 
Centre wallon de recherches 
agronomiques 
Gembloux, Belgium 

Senior expert of Pathology Group,  
Laboratory of Microbiology and 
Pathology 

Inga Piginka-Vjaceslavova 

inga.piginka@bior.lv 
phone: +371 28627123 

Senior expert of Microbial Genomics 
Group, Laboratory of Microbiology 
and Pathology 

Lilija Kovalcuka 

lilija.kovalcuka@bior.lv 
 
Senior expert of Pathology Group, 
Laboratory of Microbiology and 
Pathology 

Liga Ansonska 

liga.ansonska@bior.lv 
phone: +371 28637540 
 

mailto:jelena.avsejenko@bior.lv
mailto:madara.streikisa@bior.lv
mailto:juris.kibilds@bior.lv
mailto:inga.piginka@bior.lv
mailto:lilija.kovalcuka@bior.lv
mailto:liga.ansonska@bior.lv
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Matrix/parameter 
Cab. Reg. 

864/20091) 
p. 

EURL 
(Regulation (EU) 2017/625 Article 147)2) 

NRL contact in the Institute “BIOR” 
position, name, surname, e-mail, phone 

NRL informal contact 
position, name, surname, e-mail, 

phone 

Residues of veterinary medicines 
and contaminants in food of 
animal origin 
Residues of: 
• hormonal growth; 
• promoting compounds; 
• sedatives; 
• mycotoxins 

7.1.10. 
(1) 

WFSR 
Wageningen Food Safety Research 
Wageningen, The Netherlands 

Head of Chromatography Group, 
Laboratory of Chemistry 

Iveta Pugajeva 

iveta.pugajeva@bior.lv 

Head of Laboratory of Chemistry 

Vadims Bartkevics 

vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv 
phone: +371 26444153 

Residues of veterinary medicines 
and contaminants in food of 
animal origin 
For the residues:  
• nitrofuranes, chloramphenicol 
and dapsone; 
• MRL-authorised antimicrobials, 
including quinolones and 
sulfonamides; 
• non-authorised quinoxalines 
like carbadox & olaquindox; 
• non-authorised dyes like 
malachite green, crystal violet 
(gentiane violet), brilliant green. 

7.1.10. 
(2) 

ANSES  
Agence nationale de sécurité sanitaire 
de l’alimentation, de l’environnement 
et du travail 
Laboratoire de Fougères, France 

Head of Chromatography Group, 
Laboratory of Chemistry 

Iveta Pugajeva 

iveta.pugajeva@bior.lv 

Head of Laboratory of Chemistry 

Vadims Bartkevics 

vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv 
phone: +371 26444153 

Residues of veterinary medicines 
and contaminants in food of 
animal origin 
For the residues: 
• beta-agonists; 
• anthelmintics; 
• anticoccidials including 
nitroimidazoles, 
• non-steroidal anti-
inflammatory drugs (NSAID´s) 

7.1.10. 
(3) 

BVL 
Bundesamt für Verbraucherschutz und 
Lebensmittelsicherheit 
Berlin, Germany 

Head of Chromatography Group, 
Laboratory of Chemistry 

Iveta Pugajeva 

iveta.pugajeva@bior.lv 

Head of Laboratory of Chemistry 

Vadims Bartkevics 

vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv 
phone: +371 26444153 

mailto:iveta.pugajeva@bior.lv
mailto:vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv
mailto:iveta.pugajeva@bior.lv
mailto:vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv
mailto:iveta.pugajeva@bior.lv
mailto:vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv
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Matrix/parameter 
Cab. Reg. 

864/20091) 
p. 

EURL 
(Regulation (EU) 2017/625 Article 147)2) 

NRL contact in the Institute “BIOR” 
position, name, surname, e-mail, phone 

NRL informal contact 
position, name, surname, e-mail, 

phone 

Transmissible spongiform 
encephalopathies (TSEs) 

7.1.11. IZSTO 
A consortium between the IZSPLVA and 
the ISS, led by IZSPLVA: 
Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale del 
Piemonte, Liguria e Valle d'Aosta 
(IZSPLVA) 
Torino, Italy 
Istituto Superiore di Sanità (ISS) 
Rome, Italy 
 
(See point 1 of Chapter B of Annex X to 
Regulation (EC) No 999/2001) 

Senior expert of Pathology Group,  
Laboratory of Microbiology and 
Pathology 

Inga Piginka-Vjaceslavova 

inga.piginka@bior.lv 
phone: +371 28627123 

Head of Virology Group, Laboratory of 
Microbiology and Pathology 

Laura Krivko 

laura.krivko@bior.lv 
phone: +371 28387638 
 
Senior expert of Pathology Group, 
Laboratory of Microbiology and 
Pathology 

Liga Ansonska 

liga.ansonska@bior.lv 
phone: +371 28637540 

Additives for use in animal 
nutrition 

7.1.12. JRC 
Joint  Research Centre  of  the  European 
Commission 
Geel, Belgium 

Head of Laboratory of Chemistry 

Vadims Bartkevics 

vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv 
phone: +371 26444153 

 

Genetically modified organisms 
(GMOs) 

7.1.13. JRC 
Joint Research Centre of the European 
Commission 
Ispra, Italy 
(Regulation (EC) No. 1829/2003) 

Researcher of Risk Assessment and 
Epidemiology Unit 

Lelde Grantina-Ievina 

lelde.grantina-ievina@bior.lv 
phone: +371 28642520 

Senior expert of Microbial Genomics 
Group, Laboratory of Microbiology 
and Pathology 

Lilija Kovalcuka 

lilija.kovalcuka@bior.lv 

Food contact materials 7.1.14. JRC 
Joint Research   Centre of     the European 
Commission 
Ispra, Italy 

Head of Laboratory of Chemistry 

Vadims Bartkevics 

vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv 
phone: +371 26444153 

Head of Laboratory of Chemistry 

Vadims Bartkevics 

vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv 
phone: +371 26444153 

Residues of pesticides (cereals 
and feedingstuffs) 

7.1.15.1. DTU 
Fødevareinstituttet 
Danmarks Tekniske Universitet 
København, Denmark 

Head of Chromatography Group, 
Laboratory of Chemistry 

Iveta Pugajeva 

iveta.pugajeva@bior.lv 

Head of Laboratory of Chemistry 

Vadims Bartkevics 

vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv 
phone: +371 26444153 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:02001R0999-20250312
mailto:inga.piginka@bior.lv
mailto:laura.krivko@bior.lv
mailto:liga.ansonska@bior.lv
mailto:vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02003R1829-20210327
mailto:lelde.grantina-ievina@bior.lv
mailto:lilija.kovalcuka@bior.lv
mailto:vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv
mailto:vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv
mailto:iveta.pugajeva@bior.lv
mailto:vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv
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Matrix/parameter 
Cab. Reg. 

864/20091) 
p. 

EURL 
(Regulation (EU) 2017/625 Article 147)2) 

NRL contact in the Institute “BIOR” 
position, name, surname, e-mail, phone 

NRL informal contact 
position, name, surname, e-mail, 

phone 

Residues of pesticides (food of 
animal origin and commodities 
with high fat content) 

 
 
 

7.1.15.2. CVUA 
Chemisches und 
Veterinäruntersuchungsamt Freiburg 
Freiburg, Germany 

Head of Advanced Mass Spectrometry 
Group, Laboratory of Chemistry 

Dzintars Zacs 

dzintars.zacs@bior.lv 
phone: +371 26859552 

Head of Laboratory of Chemistry 

Vadims Bartkevics 

vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv 
phone: +371 26444153 

Residues of pesticides (fruits and 
vegetables, including 
commodities with high water and 
high acid content) 

 
 
 

7.1.15.3. LAGV 
Laboratorio Agrario de la Generalitat 
Valenciana  
Burjassot-Valencia 
Grupo de Residuos de Plaguicidas de la 
Universidad de Almería (PRRG) 
Almería, Spain 

Head of Chromatography Group, 
Laboratory of Chemistry 

Iveta Pugajeva 

iveta.pugajeva@bior.lv 

Head of Laboratory of Chemistry 

Vadims Bartkevics 

vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv 
phone: +371 26444153 

Residues of pesticides (single 
residue methods) 

 
 
 

7.1.15.4. CVUA 
Chemischen und 
Veterinäruntersuchungsämter Stuttgart 
Fellbach, Germany 

Head of Chromatography Group, 
Laboratory of Chemistry 

Iveta Pugajeva 

iveta.pugajeva@bior.lv 

Head of Laboratory of Chemistry 

Vadims Bartkevics 

vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv 
phone: +371 26444153 

Heavy metals and nitrogenous 
compounds in food and feed 

7.1.16. DTU 
Fødevareinstituttet 
Danmarks Tekniske Universitet 
København, Denmark 

Head of Elemental Analysis Group, 
Laboratory of Chemistry 

Kristina Kokina 

kristina.kokina@bior.lv 

Head of Laboratory of Chemistry 

Vadims Bartkevics 

vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv 
phone: +371 26444153 

Mycotoxins and plant toxins in 
feed and food 

7.1.17. WFSR 
Wageningen Food Safety Research 
Wageningen, The Netherlands 

Head of Chromatography Group, 
Laboratory of Chemistry 

Iveta Pugajeva 

iveta.pugajeva@bior.lv 

Head of Laboratory of Chemistry 

Vadims Bartkevics 

vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv 
phone: +371 26444153 

mailto:dzintars.zacs@bior.lv
mailto:vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv
mailto:iveta.pugajeva@bior.lv
mailto:vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv
mailto:iveta.pugajeva@bior.lv
mailto:vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv
mailto:kristina.kokina@bior.lv
mailto:vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv
mailto:iveta.pugajeva@bior.lv
mailto:vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv
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Matrix/parameter 
Cab. Reg. 

864/20091) 
p. 

EURL 
(Regulation (EU) 2017/625 Article 147)2) 

NRL contact in the Institute “BIOR” 
position, name, surname, e-mail, phone 

NRL informal contact 
position, name, surname, e-mail, 

phone 

Processing contaminants 
(including polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs), furan, 
acrylamide, etc.) 

7.1.18. DTU 
Fødevareinstituttet 
Danmarks Tekniske Universitet 
København, Denmark 

Head of Advanced Mass Spectrometry 
Group, Laboratory of Chemistry 

Dzintars Zacs 

dzintars.zacs@bior.lv 
phone: +371 26859552 
 
Head of Chromatography Group, 
Laboratory of Chemistry 

Iveta Pugajeva 

iveta.pugajeva@bior.lv 

Head of Laboratory of Chemistry 

Vadims Bartkevics 

vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv 
phone: +371 26444153 

Halogenated persistent organic 
pollutants (POPs) in feed and 
food (including dioxins, dioxin-
like polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs), etc.) 

7.1.19. CVUA 
Chemisches und 
Veterinäruntersuchungsamt Freiburg 
Freiburg, Germany 

Head of Advanced Mass Spectrometry 
Group, Laboratory of Chemistry 

Dzintars Zacs 

dzintars.zacs@bior.lv 
phone: +371 26859552 

Head of Laboratory of Chemistry 

Vadims Bartkevics 

vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv 
phone: +371 26444153 

Foodborne viruses 7.1.20. SLV 
Livsmedelsverket Uppsala 
Sweden 

 
 

Head of Microbial Genomics Group, 
Laboratory of Microbiology and 
Pathology 

Juris Kibilds 

juris.kibilds@bior.lv 
phone: +371 28619692 

Senior expert of Microbial Genomics 
Group, Laboratory of Microbiology 
and Pathology 

Artjoms Malisevs 

artjoms.malisevs@bior.lv 

Milk and milk products 7.1.21. According to Latvian legislation1) Senior expert of Quality Department 

Madara Stepane 

madara.stepane@bior.lv 
phone: +371 28395944 
 

 

mailto:dzintars.zacs@bior.lv
mailto:iveta.pugajeva@bior.lv
mailto:vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv
mailto:dzintars.zacs@bior.lv
mailto:vadims.bartkevics@bior.lv
mailto:juris.kibilds@bior.lv
mailto:artjoms.malisevs@bior.lv
mailto:madara.stepane@bior.lv
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Matrix/parameter 
Cab. Reg. 

864/20091) 
p. 

EURL 
(Regulation (EU) 2017/625 Article 147)2) 

NRL contact in the Institute “BIOR” 
position, name, surname, e-mail, phone 

NRL informal contact 
position, name, surname, e-mail, 

phone 

Water content in poultry meat 7.1.22. NRL functions according to Regulation 
(EU) 2026/3433) 

Senior expert of Laboratory of 
Chemistry 

Jana Meistere 

jana.meistere@bior.lv 

 

 

 

1) Nomination in accordance with Cabinet Regulation No. 864/2009 of the Republic of Latvia. 

2) The legislation concerning the designation and tasks of the European Union Reference Laboratories and the European Union Reference Centres is Regulation (EU) 
No 2017/625 starting 29 April 2018. See also:https://ec.europa.eu/food/horizontal-topics/european-union-reference-laboratories_en 

3) Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2026/343 of 6 October 2025 supplementing Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council 
as regards marketing standards for poultrymeat, and repealing Commission Regulation (EC) No 543/2008:  02026R0343-20260217 

mailto:jana.meistere@bior.lv
https://likumi.lv/ta/id/195926
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02017R0625-20250105
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02017R0625-20250105
https://ec.europa.eu/food/horizontal-topics/european-union-reference-laboratories_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02026R0343-20260217

